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OPEN SESSION 
SHARON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

School Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, April 27, 2011 

Sharon High School Auditorium 
181 Pond Street  

Sharon, MA 02067 
 

Present: Glenn Allen, Mitchell Blaustein, Jeffrey Cruzan, Jon Hitter, Laura Salomons,  
Emily Smith-Lee 
 
Also present: Dr. Barbara Dunham, Tim Farmer, members of the community and members 
of the press 
 
G. Allen called the Open Session meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
MOTION: (Salomons/Hitter) Moved to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of 
discussing legal advice with the intent to return to Open Session. Yes vote: Allen, 
Blaustein, Cruzan, Hitter, Salomons, Smith-Lee.  
 
The Committee entered into Executive Session at 7:00 p.m. 
 
G. Allen reconvened Open Session at 7:42 p.m. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE/REGULAR ITEMS 
 
Correspondence 
E. Smith-Lee summarized letters that were received, which included the topics of 
breathalyzer use on all students attending the Senior Prom and redistricting.  
 
Student Advisory Representative 
Jake apologized to the Committee for his absence from the last two meetings as previous 
commitments prevented him from attending. He then updated the Committee on the 
recent happenings at SHS: 
• SHS student elections will take place next week. 
• WGBH will be airing the Quiz Bowl segment – SHS vs. Bromfield on Sunday (5/1 at 7:00 
p.m.). 
• The Career Speaker Series took place last week. Over 40 students attended to hear 
speakers from the health profession. 
• AP exams are scheduled for May 2-12, 2011. 
• Spring sports (track, tennis, baseball, softball, etc.) are in full swing. 
• An event at Oliver Ames High School, entitled “Talent for a Cure” will be held on May 
7th at 7:00 p.m. Proceeds from the event will go to the Hearts for Hope Foundation, which 
aids people afflicted with Cystic Fibrosis. 
• The Junior Prom will be held on May 13th at Lombardo’s in Randolph. 
• Jake expressed his full support, on his behalf as well as the student advisors, for the 
administration’s proposal to breathalyze all students attending the Senior Prom. 
 
Announcements 
• Dr. Dunham announced the dates of the retirement parties that will be held those 
retiring at the end of this school year. Notices of the various retirements are on the school’s 
website. In all, there are 14 retirees. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S ITEMS 
 
Redistricting Presentation 
T. Farmer, Assistant Superintendent, and Andrea Lovett, Task Force Committee member, 
with the aid of PowerPoint presented the Redistricting Committee’s findings. 
T. Farmer acknowledged and thanked Task Force members (Amy Wiebe, Anrea Lovett, 
April Lomba, Brian Marx, Deija Nevins, Jennifer Corish White, Linda Callan, Lisa Lamore, 
Mahra Shocket, Marcy Kaplan, Zheng Zhang, Amy Gallagher, John Coffey, Meghan 
Conway, Pat Wadleigh, Jeff Cruzan) for volunteering countless hours in the effort to 
examine redistricting and in formulating this report. The purpose of this evening’s 
presentation is to share outcomes/options, updates, address district continuity with 
regard to student achievement and social/emotional factors. If adopted implementation 
would be in the FY 2012-2013 school year. 
 
Areas covered in the presentation: 
• The Task Force’s Charge/Mission, which examined enrollment trends, best educational 
practices, parity of education experiences, economic efficiency, retaining as many students 
as possible in their home school. 
• Data sources considered and Task Force Interviews (Eli Hauser, Fran Derry, Bill Heitin, 
Ken Wertz, and Steven Kaplan) 
• Enrollment predictions (K – 5) 
• Number of children/families affected by Each Option (1 – 3) 
• Effect of Grandfathering (Options 1 – 3 by each school – Cottage, East, Heights) 
• Benefits of a transition year for children and families. 
• Redistricting Research and Resources. 
• Frequently asked questions. 
 
The full PowerPoint presentation is on the school department’s website. 
 
Following the presentation, there was a Q&A with audience members and members of the 
Committee. 
Parents from Cottage, East and Heights presented their views and concerns to the 
Committee. There will be further discussion on the redistricting issue at the May 11th 
School Committee meeting. 
 
G. Allen asked for a five-minute recess – 9:40 p.m. The meeting was reconvened at 9:45 
p.m. 
 
DECISION ITEMS 
 
Vote Breathalyzer Policy - SHS 
J. Libano, High School Principal, joined the meeting at this time. Dr. Dunham stated that 
the proposed policy of administering a breathalyzer test to all students who attend the 
Senior Prom was discussed at the April 13th meeting. Junior Prom students would not be 
administered breathalyzer tests because they all take buses to the prom. The problem 
arises at the Senior Prom because students arrive in limousines, which are un-chaperoned. 
J. Libano stated that the SHS PTSO, student class advisors, elected class officers and 
Resource Officer Hocking are in favor of the breathalyzer policy and that the policy is for 
providing the safest environment for SHS students and eliminates profiling. He asked 
members to vote in favor of the breathalyzer policy.  There was a lengthy discussion pro 
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and con. Members of the School Committee, administration and audience spoke at length 
about the issues.  
J. Cruzan read a prepared statement, which presented his reasons for not favoring the 
policy and asked the administration to consider keeping the current policy in place. 
 
E. Smith-Lee expressed her concerns on the proposed uniform policy and stated that the 
policy may reduce safety by creating complacency among the adults chaperoning the 
event. 
 
M. Blaustein stated that he was in favor of the proposed policy  
 
L. Salomons stated that teenagers make risky decisions and would vote in favor of the 
uniform policy because it is a clear effort to keep students safe. 
 
J. Hitter stated that he is in favor of the uniform policy because it provided a safe 
environment. 
 
G. Allen stated that he wants SHS students to be safe but also expressed concern for the 
students’ right to privacy. 
 
Members of the audience spoke in favor of the policy. A resident, who is also a criminal 
lawyer, stated that he was not in favor of testing, but if there were to be testing, all 
students should be tested rather than random testing. 
 
Dr. Dunham reported that in conversations with parents and students involved in the 
event at last year’s Prom, students indicated feeling peer pressure to drink with others and 
parents felt ill informed about the disciplinary measures that included suspension 
eliminating them from graduation exercises. The proposal of the breathalyzer for all 
students and the contract provides clear information to both parents and students. 
 
In voting to approve a uniform breathalyzer policy, the School Committee finds the 
following: 

 The consumption of alcohol by Sharon students is prohibited by longstanding 
School Committee policy and includes school-related events. 

 The Senior Prom is a voluntary event for students; no student is required to attend 
the Prom. 

 In years past, including the 2010 Senior Prom, several Sharon students were found 
to have consumed alcohol and were disciplined according to the policies 
established, which resulted in suspension that mean they were not allowed to 
"walk" at graduation. 

 In the aftermath of the 2010 Senior Prom, various persons reported to school 
administration that other Sharon students attending the Prom had also consumed 
alcohol before the Prom but went undetected by administration. 

 Sharon students are transported to the prom by bus or by limousine, but both 
before and after the prom, they routinely drive vehicles to a common meeting place 
for the limousine or bus, or to after prom parties.  

 The safety of Sharon students on the roads is of the utmost importance to the School 
Community and the Sharon community as a whole. 

 Members of the Sharon PTSO and School Council spoke in favor of a uniform 
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breathalyzer policy, and acknowledge their real-world-experience with teenagers 
here in Sharon. 

 In order to keep students as safe as possible, and in order to enforce the SC's 
alcohol-related policies, the SC has determined that the uniform testing of students 
immediately before they enter the Prom venue is advisable and reasonable given 
our recent experience with the Senior Prom and, more generally, with the general 
awareness that alcohol use among High School students is not uncommon. 

 A breathalyzer policy that is administered to all students will serve as a deterrent to 
students who may feel peer pressure to use alcohol. 

 The breathalyzer will be implemented in the least intrusive manner, with due 
respect for students' dignity and self-respect, and with procedures in place to check 
and double-check the reliability of any positive result. 

 The students will be notified in advance of this breathalyzer policy, its related 
procedures, and will be asked as a condition of their attending the Prom to sign a 
Contract with the School Department acknowledging and accepting the policy that 
includes the possibility of being excluded from graduation. 

 
There being no further discussion, G. Allen asked for a motion. 
 
MOTION: (Cruzan/Smith-Lee) Moved to authorize breathalyzer testing on all students 
who attend the Senior Prom as outlined in the policy. Following the discussion and vote 
on the proposed amendment, the following vote was taken on the original motion. Yes 
vote: Allen, Blaustein, Hitter, Salomons. No vote: Cruzan, Smith-Lee 
 
There was a lengthy discussion on the motion prior to the vote being taken. 
 
G. Allen proposed the following amendment prior to the vote: 
 
AMENDMENT TO THE MOTION: (Allen/Smith-Lee) Move that the School Committee 
approve the breathalyzer policy for the 2010-2011 school year only and that the School 
Committee reevaluate the policy to examine the policy’s effectiveness. 
 
There was a discussion on the proposed amendment. M. Blaustein and L. Salomons stated 
that that they did not see any need for the amendment. Vote on the proposed amendment: 
Yes vote: Allen, Cruzan, Smith-Lee. No vote: Blaustein, Hitter, Salomons.  
The amendment did not carry. 
 
J. Libano extended an invitation to all members to come to the Senior Prom so they could 
observe how the policy would be implemented. 
 
J. Cruzan asked the school administration to make some language modifications to the 
student contract portion of the policy. 

 
Policies 
Due to the lateness of the hour, policies BDD – IC/ICA will be an agenda item for a vote 
on the May 11th meeting. 
 
Consent Agenda 
• Approve Minutes –  
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Executive & Open Session Minutes for April 13, 2011. The approval of the minutes was 
tabled until the May 11th meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Town Meeting Warrant Articles 
Dr. Dunham stated that the warrant articles were provided for Committee review. 
 
 
Other Business 
There was no Other Business to come before the Committee at this time. 
 
Policy Subcommittee Meeting May 11th  – 6:00 p.m. – One School Street 
School Committee Meeting May 11th – 7:00 p.m. – One School Street 
  
There being no further business, G. Allen asked for a motion to adjourn Open Session. 
 
MOTION: (Cruzan/Smith-Lee) Moved to adjourn the Open Session meeting. Yes vote: 
Allen, Blaustein, Cruzan, Hitter, Salomons, Smith-Lee 
 
Open Session was adjourned at 10:45 p.m. 
 
Submitted on behalf of the School Committee by: Helen Campanario, Recording Secretary 
to the School Committee 
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Back-up Materials for the April 27, 2011 meeting 
 
Executive Session 
  
Administrative items 
• copies of correspondence 
 
Superintendent’s items 
• Copies of the PowerPoint presentation – re: redistricting 
 
 
Decision items 
• copy breathalyzer policy and student contract 
• copy of proposed budget cuts 
• copy of Policies: BDD – IC/ICA 
 
Additional information 
• copy of Town Meeting Warrant 
 
 


